
PDE MSP Grant: Testimonials 
 

Please share and elaborate on at least one way in which the summer math 
PD has made an impact on your classroom environment or classroom 
practice. 
 
 I cannot begin to express how grateful I am for all I learned during the summer 

math professional development! The impact on my classroom practice and 
environment has been great.  

 
 I often had difficulty facilitating meaningful discussions. Since participating in the 

summer math PD, I feel I’ve gotten better at asking the right questions and 
recording student thinking. My students are taking charge of their learning way 
beyond what I have seen in the past. 

 
 After the summer PD, I am much more comfortable spending an entire intervention 

block working on one or two math problems, but really striving for that deep 
understanding. It is amazing to see the results!  
 

 A third difference I see is in how much better I understand the progression of math 
learning. When I look at the weaknesses of many of my students, I feel like I know 
better where their gaps may lie. I am constantly going back to the concrete and 
allowing my students more time to understand concepts and make sense of a 
problem.  
 

 Those of us who attended the summer PD are now pushing our administration to 
send the other grade level teachers to AIU3 math training.  It has made such a 
difference in the way we look at math instruction that we feel it can benefit ALL. 
THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY!!!! 

 
 After our summer class, I see the value of using "math talks".  I have used 

discussions in the past.  But now, I make the time and do not skip or rush them.  I 
also feel more comfortable in guiding the students' responses through my 
questioning.  I have incorporated "Think-Pair-Share" with our math talks.  My first 
graders are learning that there are multiple ways to solve math problems using 
different models and manipulatives.  Especially after participating in our math talks 
this summer, I have understood the value of learning from other students’ 
explanation of their thinking instead of the "one and only right way" of the teacher.  
I am hoping through these math talks my students will become flexible and open-
minded with their math thinking. 


